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Dear President Moon,

We are writing as scientists and conservationists to urge you to consider the climate

and environmental impacts of a nuclear energy phase-out in South Korea.

Over the last 20 years, South Korea has earned a global reputation for its ability to
build well-tested and cost-effective nuclear plants. South Korea is the only nation
where the cost of nuclear plant construction has declined over time. And in United
Arab Emirates, South Korean firm Kepco has proven it can build cost-effective nuclear
power plants abroad just as it can at home.

There is a strong consensus among climate policy experts that an expansion of nuclear
energy will be required to significantly reduce carbon emissions and improve air
quality. The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change, the International Energy
Agency, and dozens of climate scientists and energy experts have affirmed the
importance of nuclear energy to climate mitigation.

South Korea’s nuclear industry is especially important given the financial failures of
French nuclear giant Areva and Japanese-owned and U.S.-based Westinghouse. If
South Korea withdraws from nuclear then only Russia and China would be in the global

Hi 88 :Environmental Progress
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